CMA Presents Exhibition of Jewels from India 
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Treasury of the World: Jeweled Arts of India in the Age of the Mughals 

(British Museum, London, May 3-Sept. 2, 2001) 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Oct. 19, 2001-Jan. 13, 2002 

Cleveland Museum of Art, Feb. 24-May 19, 2002 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, June 30-Oct. 27, 2002 

The Muslim rulers of 17th-century India, including Shah Jahan (who commissioned 
the famous Taj Mahal), are often called history's greatest patrons of the jeweled 
arts. Ruling one of the wealthiest and greatest empires of Asia, they commanded 
exceptional expertise in gemstones and artful settings, plus unfathomable riches 
and access to many of the finest hard stones ever known. In 1616, England's 
ambassador to the Mughal court, Sir Thomas Roe, wrote of emperor Jahangir 
(father of Shah Jahan): " In jewels, he is the treasury of the world . " 

Approximately 325 works of art are displayed in groups to convey common types 
or themes, including royal personal adornment, royal ceremonial weapons, the 
hunt, stones as investment, dinnerware, personal comfort, and containers. 
Photomurals of miniature paintings from the Mughal era illustrate such objects in 
use. Enlargements of microscopic images draw attention to details. 

Include the following: 

■ the "Ruby Dagger," a gold-handled dagger and its gold sheath covered with 
more than 2,400 rubies, emeralds, and diamonds; 

■ a finger ring with a rotating and bobbing bird, made of gold and set with 
rubies, emeralds, chrysoberyl cat's eyes, diamonds, and a single sapphire; 

■ a ruby weighing 249.31 carats, inscribed with the names of its royal owners, 
fabled in recent literature as the "Timur Ruby;" 

■ a pendant with a cameo portrait of Shah Jahan encircled with rubies; and 

■ a lidded cup and saucer made of gold with champlev6 and painted enamels. 


The exhibition is drawn from The al-Sabah Collection, Kuwait National Museum. 
Sheikh Nasser Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah began collecting Islamic art in the mid- 
1970s. His collection of Mughal jeweled works is considered the finest in the world. 
Many of the works on view in this exhibition, along with Islamic art in other media, 
were housed in a building of the Kuwait National Museum Complex from 1983 
until the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990, during which many were removed to 
Iraq, then restored to the collection after the Gulf War. 
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The exhibition is organized by The al-Sabah Collection, Kuwait National Museum. 
The exhibition is supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts 
and the Humanities. The museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts 
Council. 


The exhibition and catalogue (Thames & Hudson, $29.95) are the work of Manuel 
Keene, curator at the Dar al-Athar al-lslamiyyah, Kuwait National Museum, in 
collaboration with Salam Kaoukji. 

Admission is $9 weekdays, $12 weekends; discounted tickets for seniors, children, 
and adult groups; and free for CMA members. An audio guide will be available for 
$5 general admission, discounted for CMA members, adult groups, seniors, and 
children. 

Visions of India: Photographs by Ram Rahman, Mar. 2-May 8, 2002, gallery 105 
Travel Photography: Images of India, Mar. 2-July 17, 2002, gallery 103/104 

An international guest lecture series and a Sunday afternoon workshop on paisley 
and Kashmiri shawls are among programs planned to support the exhibition. 

For additional information about the CMA or upcoming exhibitions, visit the Web 
site at www.clevelandart.org or call 1-888-CMA-0033. 

Denise Horstman, Associate Director, Communications 
Ph. (216) 707-2262; Fax (216) 229-5095 
dhorstman@clevelandart.org 
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